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several copies of this most beautiful and graceful
statue come down to us, and one in bronze in the
Villa Albani smaller than those which we have in
marble. The forms of this figure are refined to the
highest degree of beauty and delicacy, and the
composition is in accordance with the laws of art,
which laws we learn from the Greeks, The left
arm leaning on the tree is extended forward, whilst
the foot on the same side retreats back, the right
arm forms an angle over the straight standing leg,
and the head gracefully turns over the highest
shoulder. This arrangement produces balance,
grace, and perfect harmony throughout the whole,
at the same time being natural and easy. This
repetition was found on the Palatine Hill, in the
year 1777.
In the same gallery with Aridane we come to
a very great favourite, ordinarily called "II
Genio del Vaticano*" It is a half-figure of Cupid,
but this is a grown-up youth.
There exist two other repetitions of the same.
One of my greatest delights is to contemplate this
fragment. It is impossible to imagine a counten-
ance more lovely, pure, serene and spiritually
beautiful. How luxuriant axe his waving locks
round his soft neck! and the inclined position
of the head is graceful and chaste. I have no
doubt that this statue represents celestial Cupid,
and Visco&ti believes it to be after Praxiteles.